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COVERAGE  .

The best coverage  
is local. 

You can't compete with ABC News, 
USA Today or even the Dallas Morning 
News when it comes to overall 
coverage. However, you can cover 
your school and school community 
better than anyone else can. And if 
you don't cover your school, who will?
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REPORTING  .

Don’t forget reporting 
basics. 

Use multiple sources. Use people, not 
press releases or websites, as sources. 
Press releases and websites are the 
start of the research for the story, not 
the end. 
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EXPERTISE  .

Don't be an expert on 
something you're not an 
expert in – such as 
COVID-19. 

Use authoritative sources to tell the 
stories you want to tell. Some of the 
best stories I saw were on local front-
line personnel: grocery store workers, 
EMS professionals, firefighters, 
nurses, etc. Those are your sources.
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CREATIVE ANGLES  .

Think of innovative 
angles on this story. 

From the freshmen point of view. 
How Asian students have felt 
discrimination. How to stay healthy. 
How to cut hair. Making your own 
mask. How last year's seniors 
adjusted to college. How teachers 
adjusted to teaching online with no 
training.
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PRESENTATION  .

This is the time to learn 
new ways to present the 
story online. 

A headline, 1,000 words, a photo and 
a caption. That's cool. But, especially 
online, think about audio and video 
to go with the words and photos. 
Think about photo galleries. Think 
about maps. Think about interactive 
infographics. Think about completely 
new ways to present things. Have fun.
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